Forton Parish Council							2026 – 2027
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 1st June 2026 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Wesley Wilson, Sue Tresilian, June Farebrother, Neil Wigglesworth, Andrew Redmayne, Lesley Dodgson, Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, PCSO Denise Creighton
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2150. Apologies for Absence: 
County Cllr Matthew Salter
	
Note

	
	

	2151. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2152. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2026 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2153. Public Participation
There was 1 member of the public present.

Borough Cllr Walker advised that the outcome of the LGR is expected at the end of the month, and will have a greater understanding of what the future looks like, new boundary lines, how many councillors, etc,

PCSO Creighton provided an update on recent thefts in the area, one occurred at Glasson Dock in the early hours of Monday morning when power tools were taken and attempts on quads. The second was at Forton Hall farm shortly after, then a further break in at Nateby, these are thought to be possibly the same offenders making their way around villages.

A mobile police station is to commence in Forton next month and is due to be held in either Hollins Lane or School Lane, will be posted on social media once confirmed.
	


Clerk




Note




Note

	
	

	2154.  Planning
Application Number: 26/00416/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of disused public house / hotel / restaurant and construction of six detached residential dwellings (resubmission of 23/00003/FUL) (Pursuant to variation of condition 2 (plans) on planning permission 24/00357/FUL)
Location: Former New Holly Hotel, Lancaster Road, Forton 
Resolved: Clerk to advise planning the Parish Council have no objections to this application
	



Clerk

	
	

	2155. New Community Hall Updates
Forton Village Hall & Recreation Ground have started the process of setting up a new charity in preparation for the new village hall using the new CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) model, as opposed to our current Unincorporated Association Mode, this is because a CIO can enter contracts, hold property, employ staff, and sue and be sued in its own name, separate from the individuals running it. This separateness is the core advantage over an unincorporated charity. 

An unincorporated association or charitable trust has no legal personality distinct from its members or trustees. When an unincorporated charity enters a contract, the trustees sign personally and bear personal liability if things go wrong. A CIO eliminates that exposure.

Noise Assessment is now complete and has been given a low-risk status.  Design is now finalised and will be showcased at Field Day.
	





Note









	
	

	2156. Finance
The following payments for May were checked and agreed: -
· Easy Website - £64.68
· LALC annual membership - £329.93
· Cllr Young expenses - £21.56
· Clerks Wages - £425.10
· Clerks expenses - £26.00

Approval was granted for the following payment:-
· Hollins Lane Methodist Church - £60.00
· Laburnum Nurseries - £120.30
· Wayleave - St Mary & St James - £5

A schedule of total expenditure for the New Community Hall was circulated; total spend was £23,249.11 (nett) as of 25th May 2026 
	








Note







	
	

	2157.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors

Parish Maintenance
Dog waste issues on Hollins Lane – Borrough Cllr Walker was asked if there were alternative signs to the YUK signs that we can put up.
Whinney Brow Lane - state of the road surface
Councillors were concerned about the condition of the road and the potential hazards to cyclists, this had been mentioned to County Cllr Salter at our April meeting and the Clerk to send him a further reminder.

Footpath Maintenance 
Cllr Redmayne confirmed Kevin Dagger would be willing to carry out some repairs to the styles, Cllr Redmayne to pass on his details to Cllr Wilson.

A report had been received regarding the condition of footpath 14 style being dangerous – Cockerham Road to Lunesdale, Cllr Wilson to check.

Cllr Farebrother confirmed that gully / drain works were underway on Stony Lane.
	

	
Borough Cllr Walker


Clerk




Cllr Redmayne
	

Cllr Wilson

Note

	
	

	2158.  Cllr Huddart updates
Update on fixing notice board
Councillors agreed that Brent and Simon would install the new noticeboard at the War Memorial.
Comments on using food waste bins
Numerous complaints have been received from residents with some not using the bins.
Urgent need to cut A6 hedge near School Lane
The Clerk confirmed she had discussed with Persimmon Homes Customer Care team who were sending out an Engineer to assess the hedgerow.

Dates of meetings in notice board
Cllr Huddart to put up a list of future meeting dates in noticeboards.
	

Note



Note




Note


Cllr Huddart

	
	

	2159.  Clerks updates
James Tomlinson - Champion for rural affairs will be in attendance at next month’s meeting.
	
Note

	
	

	2160. Date & Time of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Monday 6th July at 7pm.  Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 27th June 2026.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
